Managing invasive fungal infection in hematopoietic stem-cell transplantation.
Reduced intensity conditioning regimens and a wider range of donor sources, including cord blood, mean that more patients can be offered potentially curative allogeneic hematopoietic stem cell transplantation than ever before. Although these modalities aim to reduce procedure-related morbidity and mortality, their potential benefit may be overshadowed by a changing spectrum of problems related to the immunocompromised status of affected patients. Acute or chronic extensive graft-versus-host disease, which occasionally emerges in the late post-transplant period, and prolonged neutropenia due to delayed engraftment still carry a substantial risk of invasive fungal and other infections. As a result, advances in antifungal prophylaxis and pre-emptive treatment were widely reported at the 36th Annual Meeting of the European Group for Blood and Marrow Transplantation attended this year by approximately 3800 delegates.